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Regular Services at St Peter’s 

First Sunday of the month 

      8.00am Holy Communion 

      9.45am Parish Eucharist 

        — family service 

First Wednesday of the month 

      10am  Village Eucharist 

      at Westhampnett Community Hall 

      (see page 6) 

Second Sunday of the month 

      9.45am Parish Eucharist 

Third Sunday of the month 

      8.00am Holy Communion 

      9.45am Parish Eucharist 

Fourth Sunday of the month 

      9.45am Parish Eucharist 

Fifth Sunday of the month 

(when applicable)   9.45am Parish Eucharist 

Pastoral Care 
If you would like to speak to a priest please contact the Associate 

Rector, the Revd Rachel Hawes, or, if she is not available, the Revd 

Simon Holland. (Contact details on page 2). There is also a Pastoral Care 

Helpline operated by volunteers at St Paul’s Church. Call 07843 719594, 

leave a message and they will respond within 48hrs. 



 

 

Reverend Rachel’s Letter 

Dear Friends 

As I write this, Spring is at last on the way and, with it, that wonderful 

sense of new life and hope, that comes with the lengthening of days 

and the warming of the sun. If ever we needed hope it is now, as we 

contemplate the heart-breaking scenes of suffering endured by the 

people of Ukraine.  War in Europe is something that we never 

imagined we would see again. How foolish we were to be so 

complacent! The last 10 days have showed us, with horrible clarity, 

how the will of an autocratic leader can change the world scene in a 

moment. Ukraine’s sovereign territory has been brutally invaded. The 

civilian population have been terrorised. Whatever narrative of 

Russian self-identity Putin is following, nothing can justify this act of 

barbaric aggression.  

In the face of such violence what should our response be? There is no 

easy answer to this. Watching the anguish of the people of Ukraine, in 

real time on our media, every fibre of my being calls out for action. 

‘Why cannot we do something?’ I want to shout.  Something more 

than words, surely is needed? We remember the attempted 

appeasement of Hitler’s aggression in the 1930s and all that led to. 

Yet we know that matching violence with violence can ultimately be 

destructive and pointless – in 2022 we are nuclear powers and the 

possibility of a confrontation on that level is horrifying. Nevertheless, 

we are called to speak out against evil and injustice and, if we are 

Christians, to pray for peace. We may feel helpless in the face of evil, 

but we must trust enough to pray and to ask for God’s transforming 

power in a situation beyond our control. Then, we must also do all 

the practical things we can – give money and send aid, as The March 

CofE Primary School did this week, when as a result of the generosity 



 

 

of countless people in Westhampnett and beyond, they were able to 

send a lorry full of supplies to Poland for the countless refugees 

streaming into the country.   

This Sunday we are almost half-way through Lent and soon we will 

start the journey towards the holiest point of the Christian year – 

Easter. This begins on Sunday 3rd April, which, in the Church’s 

calendar, is known as Passion Sunday. We will accompany Jesus on his 

final journey towards Jerusalem and his Passion (from the Latin passio 

meaning suffering). On the following Sunday - Palm Sunday (10th April) 

– Holy Week begins. 

The Services of Holy Week are some of the most beautiful and varied 

in the Church’s liturgy. The Church seeks to enter into the events that 

led up to Jesus’ crucifixion, as they are described in scripture, so that 

we can imaginatively and spiritually experience those events for 

ourselves.   

So, we start on Palm Sunday, when we remember how, before his 

arrest, Jesus rode in triumph into Jerusalem on a donkey, with the 

crowds shouting ‘Hosanna’. We too hope to have a donkey and will 

start from the Village Green at Westhampnett at 9.30am and process, 

singing, to St Peter’s Church for the Parish Eucharist. Children are 

invited to come dressed as Jesus or a Disciple and to take part in the 

procession.  

After Palm Sunday comes Maundy Thursday (14th April). In an evening 

Service at 6.00pm we remember how Jesus washed his Disciples’ feet 

at the Last Supper and we keep watch (as he asked his disciples to do) 

in the Garden of Gethsemane with a Vigil until midnight. 

On Good Friday (15th April), in the afternoon at 2.00pm, in a solemn 

and reflective service, we remember Jesus’ crucifixion and his death 

upon the cross. 



 

 

Then all is silent until the eve of Easter, when, late on Saturday 

evening (16th April) at 8.00pm, we light the New Fire of Easter in the 

Churchyard and joyfully carry the light into the church to celebrate 

the first Eucharist of Easter and Christ’s rising from the dead. The 

next day, Easter Sunday, our 9.45 am Parish Eucharist continues our 

joyful celebration and includes an Easter Egg Hunt for the children.  

If you have never been to St Peter’s before, do come and join us. You 

will be most welcome.  

With every blessing, 

Rachel 

 

Here are the full details of all the Easter Services. ... 

Holy Week & Easter 2022 

Through participation in the whole sequence of services in Holy 

Week we are able to share in Christ’s own journey, from his 

triumphal entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, through his arrest, 

suffering and death on the Cross, to the empty tomb and the 

resurrection joy of Easter morning. We cannot fully experience this 

resurrection joy unless we have also shared in the darker moments of 

Passiontide which precede it.  This is an important spiritual 

experience for all Christians and I commend it to you.   

The Revd Rachel Hawes 

Palm Sunday 10 April 

9.30 am  Blessing of the Palms and Procession: We remember how, 

before his arrest, Jesus rode in triumph into Jerusalem on a 

donkey, with the crowds shouting ‘Hosanna’. We will start 



 

 

from the Village Green at Westhampnett and process, 

singing, to St Peter’s Church. Children are invited to come 

dressed as Jesus or a Disciple and take part in the 

procession. The Procession will be followed immediately 

by the Palm Sunday Eucharist. 

9.45am Palm Sunday Eucharist: We give a Dramatised Reading of 

the Passion Gospel (the story of Jesus’ arrest, trial and 

crucifixion). 

Maundy Thursday 14 April 

6.00pm Eucharist of Maundy Thursday: We remember how Jesus 

washed his Disciples’ feet at the Last Supper and we keep 

watch (as he asked his disciples to do) in the Garden of 

Gethsemane with a Vigil until midnight. 

Good Friday 15 April 

2.00pm Liturgy of the Passion: In a solemn and reflective service we 

remember Jesus’ crucifixion and death on the cross. 

Easter Eve (Saturday) 16 April 

8.00pm Easter Vigil: We light the New Fire of Easter in the 

Churchyard and joyfully carry the light into the church to 

celebrate the first Eucharist of Easter. 

Easter Sunday 17 April 

8.00 am Eucharist (Book of Common Prayer).  

9.45 am  Parish Eucharist with an Easter Egg hunt for the children. 



 

 

Nature Notes 

Early March and the miracle of spring in all its bounteousness surges 

through our gardens, fields and hedgerows. Winter thrushes that 

migrated here in the autumn and have been seen in small numbers 

around our parish are retuning to the northern forests of Europe to 

breed. Some of the ducks we occasionally see on Westhampnett lake 

such as shoveler and wigeon start their long migration to Iceland and 

Greenland, these are dabbling ducks we mostly have diving ducks such 

as pochard and tufted duck. Also on our lake great crested grebes 

resplendent in their full breeding plumage preparing for their elegant 

spring courtship dance, while their smaller cousin the little grebe 

looking like little powder puffs trills it’s distinctive laughing call. 

The dawn chorus is growing in diversity. A few weeks ago mistle and 

song thrush, blackbird, robin, coal and great tit were the dominant 

songsters welcoming the sunrise. Now finches, dunnocks, wrens and 

nuthatches have added their voices too. Until early May waves of 

migratory species will pass through our parish most to other parts of 

the UK, a few pairs of whitethroats, garden warblers, blackcaps and 

spotted flycatchers will breed here and if we’re very lucky we may 

hear the cuckoo again this season. 

The finger prints of spring could be seen around our hedgerows 

during those stormy days of February. Delicate green shoots of 

honeysuckle and elder defied the worst of the ferocious Atlantic 

spawned force ten gale while the Hazel catkins danced to the gales 

tune their pollen filling the air like incense. Blackthorn and wild 

bullace adorn our road side hedges with delicate white blossom, I 

wonder how many of us stop and admire the beauty of these star like 

little flowers. 



 

 

The banks of our ditches are once again coming to life as the 

increasingly warm sunshine draws the early spring flowers out of their 

cold winter slumber. Soon primroses and violets decorate the south 

facing banks followed by Lady’s smocks and cowslips and in their turn 

by dead nettle and crane’s bills and  so on until the tall summer 

flowers and grasses have their day in the sun. 

If you have early flowering shrubs in your garden and warm sunny 

spots look out for butterflies coming out of hibernation especially 

brimstone a large yellow butterfly, but also red admiral, peacock and 

small tortoiseshell. They will lay their eggs on their chosen food plant 

and die, so having nectar barring flowers at this time of year is vital 

for them to complete their life cycle. 

Bob Holman  



 

 
 



 

 

Dear Friends 

I am sure, like me, you have been watching the unfolding tragedy of 

the war in Ukraine with feelings of disbelief and helplessness.  

Bishop Ruth, the Bishop of Horsham, has called on Parishes to offer 

support to refugees in whatever way they can. She has suggested that 

we do this through the Sanctuary Foundation, a new Charity set up 

specifically to co-ordinate humanitarian assistance to refugees. I have 

registered myself individually and on behalf of the Parish, saying that 

we are happy to help. If any of you feel able to offer help and support 

in whatever way you can please register your name. Here is the link...  

www.sanctuaryfoundation.org.uk/    or scan the QR code..... 

 

Some of you may feel able to provide a temporary home for 

Ukrainian refugees but, even if you cannot do that, there is still plenty 

that needs doing – meeting at the airport, befriending, supporting, 

providing help to access services, providing transport etc. Do what 

you feel able to.  

Then they will answer him, “Lord, when was it that we saw you 

hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 

And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or 

naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick 

or in prison and visited you?” And the king will answer them, “Truly I 

tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are 

members of my family, you did it to me.” (Matthew 25:37-40) 

  

Every blessing 

Rachel 

https://www.sanctuaryfoundation.org.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us at St Peter's 

as we celebrate 

the Platinum Jubilee of 

Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 

Sing your favourite hymns 

and 

enjoy afternoon tea. 

3.30pm 

Sunday 5th June 


