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Services
Sunday 29th August
Trinity 13

9.45am

Parish Eucharist

Wednesday 1st September 10am
Village Eucharist
at Westhampnett Community Hall
(see page 6)
Sunday 5th September
Trinity 14

8.00am
9.45am

Holy Communion
Parish Eucharist
— family service

Sunday 12th September
Trinity 15

9.45am

Parish Eucharist

Sunday 19th September
Trinity 16

8.00am
9.45am

Holy Communion
Parish Eucharist

Sunday 26th September
Michael & All Angels

9.45am

Parish Eucharist

Sunday 3rd October
Trinity 18

8.00am
9.45am

Holy Communion
Parish Eucharist
— family service

Wednesday 6th October

10am
Village Eucharist
at Westhampnett Community Hall
(see page 6)

Pastoral Care
If you would like to speak to a priest please contact the Associate Rector,
the Revd Rachel Hawes, or, if she is not available, the Revd Simon
Holland. (Contact details on page 2). There is also a Pastoral Care
Helpline operated by volunteers at St Paul’s Church. Call 07843 719594,
leave a message and they will respond within 48hrs.

Reverend Rachel’s Letter
Dear Friends
As I write this August is drawing to a close. Despite the nightly torrential rain,
the last part of August has given us some lovely sunshine. So much rain has
meant that the countryside has never been so lush and green. Usually by August
it is beginning to look a bit dusty and battered.
The end of summer is a sad time in some ways – no more long days and warm
short nights. Yet I, personally, have always had a sense of anticipation and
excitement at the beginning of September. It is the start of the new academic
year and a time for new beginnings and new projects. The last year and a half,
overshadowed as it has been by the Covid pandemic, has made us all long for
fresh starts and new beginnings. We hope and pray that the autumn will bring
reassurance that our levels of immunity are such that, even though the disease
has not gone away, it is nevertheless under reasonable control.
In the Church, the period from 1st September to St Francis Day, on Thursday
4th October, is celebrated as Creationtide.

Creationtide was originally an Eastern Orthodox initiative (the Orthodox New
Year begins on 1st September), but it has now spread widely among Anglican,
Roman Catholic and Protestant congregations. It seeks to bring all Christians
together to pray and work for the protection of the environment that sustains
everyone. Pope Francis gave a major
boost to the profile of Creationtide in
2016 when he declared 1 September an
annual ‘World Day of Prayer for the
Care of Creation’.
Christians believe that God is the
Creator and Sustainer of all life. The
Bible begins with the story, in the Book
of Genesis, of God’s creation of the
world (Genesis 1: 1-2:3). The story tells
how God creates the world over a

period of six days and, on each day, more and more wonderous and beautiful
things appear. There is a mounting refrain – ‘God saw that it was good’, ‘God
saw that it was very good’.
While we know that the world was not literally created in six days, for
Christians, this story is telling us that God is present in all life and that the
whole of creation has value in God’s eyes. When Christians speak of
biodiversity – the wonderful variety of life on earth – they are speaking of God
‘s gift to us. A gift which is made for us to enjoy, but also to care for. The
delicate balance of life on earth is sustained through a web of interdependence.
All living things interact with others to maintain a balance. When humans
reduce and destroy this intricate and delicate balance, when we bring about the
loss of biodiversity, we threaten the web of life itself on our beautiful planet.
For hundreds of years, human activities have affected the world’s ecosystems
but, in recent decades our modern industrial environment has developed a
capacity to do so with a speed and severity that exceeds anything which has
gone before. This year has made it plain to us, if we were not already aware,
that climate change is not something that will burden our children. It is here
with us now, in a way that means we can no longer ignore it. Violent extremes
of weather have become the norm: soaring temperatures in summer, freezing
winters, torrential rainfall, rising sea levels – climate change is everywhere,
affecting every region upon earth. We are marring God’s creation and it is not
too strong an expression, to say, that this is a form of sin. Sadly however,
Christians have often been slow to speak out on such issues.
Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu writes: ‘We, who recognise that all good
things come from the Divine Creator, have taken too long to acknowledge that
the living-out of our beliefs concerns most deeply the care and nurture of all
living things and the environment on which they depend.’
This period of Creationtide is an opportunity for us to focus our minds on this
vital issue and to pray, of course, but also to act for change.
With every blessing,
Rachel

Village Eucharist at Westhampnett Community Hall
Join us for our monthly Village Eucharist and Coffee Morning. This short service
of Holy Communion, followed by coffee and cake, is held in the Community
Hall, (Hadrian Dr, PO18 0FP) on the first Wednesday of each month - dates
are shown on page 3. The service starts at 10.00am and lasts about 30 mins
with coffee and cake served from 10.30
onwards. Do come and join us and meet your
neighbours. You are welcome to come just
for coffee at 10.30 - we would love to see
you! Mum's and small children most welcome.

Westhampnett WI
The WI will resume meeting on Thursday
September 16th, 2:30pm in the Community Hall.
We look forward to getting together after so
long. New members are always welcome.

Picnic Sunday - after church, 5th September
Following the Family Service on Sunday
5th September, we will be serving hot
and cold soft drinks and there will be fun
activities for the children. Weather
permitting, we will be able to make use
of our field and we would like to invite
you to bring a picnic so we can have an
opportunity for some long awaited time
to socialise.

Ride and Stride Saturday 11th September
Sussex Historic Churches
Trust is holding their
annual ‘Ride and Stride’
event on Saturday 11th
September. The Trust
was founded in 1956 with the sole aim of preserving the county’s historic
places of worship and since that time has helped more than 500 churches and
chapels. To qualify, buildings must be over 100 years old and open for public
worship.
‘Ride and Stride’ is a sponsored event where participants walk, cycle or even
horse ride to as many churches as possible. Money raised is shared between
the Trust and the church each person is supporting. In 2019 St. Peter's
received £180. It is a fun day out as, apart from any financial gain, it allows
those taking part to visit a variety of places of worship in the city and to meet
with others during the day.
Help is also needed in manning the church to welcome riders and offer a drink
and biscuit.
If you would like to support this event in any way please contact Jane Stone
(contact details on p2).

Music Concert 7pm Saturday 11th September
A concert of popular classical music, given by our resident organists and our
talented young professional singers and musicians, who have given us such
wonderful music during the long period when congregational singing was
prohibited.
Tickets: £10 each (price includes an interval drink.) £1 for children.
All proceeds will go to the mission and upkeep of St Peter’s Church.

