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Associate Rector 

The Reverend Rachel Hawes 

rachel.hawes@outlook.com 07768 875590 

Churchwardens 

Jane Stone 

janemorrish@hotmail.co.uk 07906 603374 

AnnKent 

anngwkent@hotmail.com 07990 932348 

Safeguarding Officer 

Dawn Egerton 

deeelightful@hotmail.com 

Newsletter Editor 

Hilary Smith 

hsmith94@hotmail.co.uk 

Deadline for copy for next issue : 27th June 

St Peter’s is part of 

the United Benefice of 

St Paul, Chichester with St Peter, Westhampnett 

The Rector of the Benefice: Reverend Canon Simon Holland 

simonholland578@btinternet.com  01243 779089 

The church is open daily and all are welcome. 
Address: St Peter’s Church, 

Stane Street, 

Westhampnett 

PO18 0NT 

For more information about St Peter's please go to 

https://stpeterswesthampnett.uk 

mailto:rachel.hawes@outlook.com
mailto:deeelightful@hotmail.com
mailto:simonholland578@btinternet.com
https://stpeterswesthampnett.uk


 

 

Services 

Sunday 6 June   8.00am Holy Communion 

Trinity 1     9.45am Parish Eucharist 

        — family service 

Sunday 13 June   9.45am Parish Eucharist 

Trinity 2 

Sunday 20 June   8.00am Holy Communion 

Trinity 3     9.45am Parish Eucharist 

       

Sunday 27 June   9.45am Parish Eucharist 

Trinity 4 

Sunday 4 July    8.00am Holy Communion 

Trinity 5     9.45am Parish Eucharist 

        — family service 

Wednesday 7 July   10am  Village Eucharist 

      at Westhampnett Community Hall 

      (see page 6) 

 

Pastoral Care 
If you would like to speak to a priest please contact the Associate Rector, 

the Revd Rachel Hawes, or, if she is not available, the Revd Simon 

Holland. (Contact details on page 2). There is also a Pastoral Care 

Helpline operated by volunteers at St Paul’s Church. Call 07843 719594, 

leave a message and they will respond within 48hrs. 
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Reverend Rachel’s Letter 

Dear Friends 

This is our first monthly Newsletter to the Parish since December 2020. We 

suspended the Newsletter at the start of the third lockdown in January this 

year, in favour of an online version. We did this mainly because of lack of 

resources to deliver it, as many of the people, who normally kindly do this, 

were shielding. We are delighted to be able to resume the Newsletter and 

hope that this will be the last time we have to suspend it.  

As I write now, in the first week in June, the weather is glorious – such a 

welcome change. It feels as though the Spring, so long delayed, has finally come 

with abundance – everywhere is green and fresh and the birdsong seems louder 

than ever.  

In the Church’s calendar, we celebrated Trinity Sunday on 20 May. Trinity 

Sunday marks the start of the long period in the Church’s year which is called, 

rather prosaically, ‘Ordinary Time’. This is the season which stretches from the 

end of Easter (marked by the Feast of Pentecost) to the beginning of Advent 

(28th November this year). Advent is the beginning of the new liturgical year 

for the Church.   

The cyclical nature of the church's year has a rhythm which mirrors the rhythm 

of nature and perhaps also, of human experience. It prevents time feeling 

merely linear. As we reach the same point each year it naturally encourages us 

to cast our minds back to previous years – to reflect on what we did then and 

what we are doing now. We notice what has changed, what progressions have 

been made, what has stayed the same. Most of the time the contrasts are small 

but sometimes they are significant. This was never more the case than when 

looking back on 2020. The Covid pandemic has literally turned our world 

upside down. There will always be a sense of ‘before and after’. We cannot 

remember last year without a feeling of shock at how far we have travelled. We 

knew so little, then, about what lay ahead of us. In one sense 2020 feels like a 

mirage – it was full of difference and yet our lives were so constrained and 

reduced that, perhaps like me, you find it difficult to remember the detail of it.  



 

 

Looking back on my records I see that this is what I wrote this when we started 

our Newsletters again, after the first lockdown in September 2020.  

I do not want to write platitudes about the opportunities of the ‘new normal’ – 

there has been a lot of talk of that, especially within Church circles. I think, for 

many of us, this rings rather hollow. Frankly, I liked the ‘old normal’ and I miss 

my former life a lot. I miss the freedoms we all took for so for granted – the 

ability to socialise easily; to go out for a meal on the spur of the moment; to hug 

our friends. The ‘new normal’ is a life of caution; of careful distances; of risk 

assessments and forward planning.  

I ask myself – is that still how I feel? I think the answer is yes. Maybe you feel 

the same. I still miss all the things about the ‘old life’ that I listed last year (and 

to this I now want to add foreign travel, which seems to have become a distant 

dream at present). I still cannot offer empty optimism about the pandemic 

experience. It has been grim for so many people, in so many ways. 2020 was a 

year too full of fear. The voice of the Church was not heard as clearly as it 

should have been. Our churches were closed in 2020 when they should have 

remained open. They have historically always been places of sanctuary, calm and 

prayer – more significant, in times of crisis, than the supermarket or the garden 

centre.  

Nevertheless, something positive has emerged from all of this. I think we have 

all learnt a lot about resilience. We were tougher than we realised. There has 

been much quiet courage and many hidden triumphs everywhere in our society 

– not least amongst our health professionals, research scientist, care workers 

and teachers – to name but a few. At St Peter’s we have kept going and we 

have kept our church open (whenever it has been legally permissible) and 

functioning, throughout the whole time. That we were able to do this has been 

down to the care and courage of those involved.  

In his Second Letter to the Corinthians, Paul writes about the paradoxical idea 

of having power through weakness. He says that we have ‘treasure in clay jars’ 

– that despite affliction, we are ‘not crushed’; despite being struck down we are 

‘not destroyed’. (2 Cor 4: 7-9) Paul and many of the first Apostles were 

persecuted for their faith and suffered greatly. For Paul, the ‘treasure’ he refers 



 

 

to is the power of God, enabling the clay jars of our frailty to become so much 

more; it enables, he says, even our weakness, to become strength, and even our 

apparent defeats, to contain victories. Looking back on the experiences of the 

past 14 months, this passage has particular resonance. 

As the year moves on, we will continue our slow journey out of this crisis; not 

back to the old life exactly – some things have changed permanently – but 

forward to a new life, in which perhaps we will be more aware of the world 

around us. Maybe we will think more about the impact we have upon our world 

and be more conscious of how globally interdependent we are. Maybe we will 

count our blessings a little more. The UK vaccine programme has been 

something of a miracle, but we will not be secure until we have made the 

vaccine available to poorer countries who do not have our purchasing power. 

Let us hope that we are able to do this.  

In the meantime, St Peter’s is open daily, with the usual services on Sundays. Do 

come and join us.  

With every blessing,  

Rachel 

 

Village Eucharist at Westhampnett Community Hall 

Join us for our monthly Village Eucharist and Coffee Morning. This short service 

of Holy Communion, followed by coffee 

and cake, will be resuming in the 

Community Hall in July (if Covid 

restrictions are lifted) and then monthly 

on the first Wednesday of each month  - 

dates are shown on page 2. The service 

starts at 10.00am and lasts about 30 mins with coffee and cake served from 

10.30 onwards. Do come and join us and meet your neighbours. You are 

welcome to come just for coffee at 10.30 - we would love to see you! 

Mum's and small children most welcome.  



 

 

St Peter’s to help clean up as part of country’s biggest 

mass-action environmental campaign 

For the second year, St 

Peter’s Church will be 

getting behind this 

year’s Great British 

Spring Clean, run by 

environmental charity 

‘Keep Britain Tidy’.  

The campaign, which 

runs from May 28th to 

June 13th, will see many 

people taking action to clean up streets, parks and beaches across the country. 

The Great British Spring Clean brings together individuals, community 

organisations, businesses and councils to show they love where they live and in 

2019 more than half a million ‘Litter Heroes’ collected more than 900,000 bags 

of rubbish. 

In 2019 members from St Peter’s were joined by representatives of the Parish 

Council and some local residents. Our ‘litter pick’ was within close radius of 

the church and we collected a shocking number of bags full of rubbish in only 

an hour. 

Sadly, due to COVID restrictions, the 2020 event had to be cancelled. 

However, this year, we will be meeting again at St Peter’s Church on Saturday 

12th June at 10 a.m. and will finish collecting by 11.30 a.m.  Hot drinks and 

cake will be provided for all volunteers afterwards. Everyone is very welcome 

to join us, but children must be accompanied by an adult. 

For more information please contact Jane Stone (church warden) at 

janemorrish@hotmail.co.uk   07906 603 373 



 

 

Quiz Evening 

St Peter’s is holding our first fund raising event of 2021 on Friday 9th July.  

This will be a quiz evening at The Chichester Inn at 7pm. Tickets are £5. Come 

in groups of up to 6 or individually - we can organise people into teams on the 

evening. Our grand Summer Raffle will be drawn at this event. 

Email: Jane Stone. janemorrish@hotmail.co.uk for more information and to 

register your interest.  

 

 

Family BBQ  

Our family barbecue will be held in the paddock behind St Peter’s after the 

morning service on Sunday 15th August. There will be a children’s 

entertainer and games for the children to play. 

For more information email: rebeccacoombes0@gmail.com 

Looking across the churchyard towards our beautiful church from the paddock 
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